DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

had paid a generous price for the palaces of small
German states, and yet they were his by such just
right of conquest as had brought the spoils of war to
Windsor. She maintained also that the Austrian war
which had enabled Germany to grab both the Duchies,
one of which had been assigned to Austria by treaty,
and that the war with France, which had brought to
the German Empire an even more substantial acquisi-
tion of territory, were conducive to the cause of
liberty and progress. At the same time she deplored
the means by which this cause had been so strikingly
served. But how else, except by blood and iron,
could these blessed results have been obtained ? It
was hardly likely that Denmark would have sur-
rendered the Duchies or that France would have
given up her provinces and paid a huge indemnity
for the altruistic privilege of advancing German
liberty and progress. The evil tree was bringing forth
good fruit, and Germany was gathering grapes of
thorns and figs of thistles. Yet immediately after-
wards she was telling her mother what a barbarian
Bismarck was : he knew little of foreign countries
and nothing of England. He was altogether medi-
aeval and the true theories of liberty were Hebrew to
him, while simultaneously his mediaevalism was work-
ing for the causes of which he knew nothing.1

The impetuosity of her mind and her over-ready
tongue were a grievous handicap to her. The British
Press continued to manifest the greatest unfriendli-
ness to Germany, and she could not resist, as she more

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, p. 139.
184